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Eidelity

The kind of person who
lives out through their
ministry the best of
the Catholic Christian

educational tradition
and identifies with

all those who work in

the name of Brisbane
Catholic Education.

Fidelity

We are called to be a people of fidelity who live out, through their
ministry, the best of the Catholic Christian educational tradition,
and identify with all those who work in the name of Catholic
schooling.

See how they love one another!” These are the words Tertullian noted
(Apology [39.6]) in the Third Century, as spoken by some of the
Pagans of the time regarding Christian communities.

As people involved in the ministry of Catholic education, we carry
out our work of discipleship and witness in a particular way. This
ministry of Catholic education is a vital ministry of the Church. It
promotes a dynamic vision of God’s faithful love, manifest in the
life and mission of Jesus Christ, and these fundamental realities
underpin our curriculum, our pedagogy and our professional
learning.

Catholic educators have a strong sense of community among
their peers and in the unique and valuable nature of the work
they do. It is sacred work, because it is precious lives we nurture.
In this we are called to honour the ministry of each other and all
those in the past and still to come who will have given their head,
heart and hands to work as part of the company of travellers we
call Catholic educators.



The kind of person who
strives to let
others know they are
valued, by the way
they listen to them,
speak with them and
include them. They
have a deep sense
that everyone is
important
and they give time and
energy to nurturing
this respectfulness and
connectedness.

Presence
We are called to be people of presence who reflect an
incarnational understanding of God in the world.

Grant me to recognise in other men and women my God the radiance
of your own face.
Teilhard de Chardin

To grow the capacity of Presence is to nurture a deep sense that
God is present and part of our lives and the life of the world. It is
to believe that every encounter, every moment is rich with sacred
possibility. It is to look into the eyes of each other and see
reflected there God’s own being.

Christians believe that in Jesus Christ, God has entered the
world, ‘one like us.” For the early disciples, Jesus was ‘The Way’
— the way to the heart of God, and the way to fully live. Our
central Christian belief remains that in Jesus, the fully human and
fully divine are one. This is the theology of incarnation and it
changes not only the way we look at each other, but the way we
see and live and have our being in the world.



The kind of person
who is faithful
to our community’s
prayer life and
supportive of
others in nurturing
and sustaining
personal prayer.

Prayer

We are called to be people of prayer who have developed
personal prayer styles and are nurtured and sustained by
faithfulness to this practice.

Be still and Know that I am God. Psalm 46

The simplest description of prayer is one that comes from St
Augustine: Prayer is communication with God. And the way we
each do this is as unique as we are.

To grow the capacity of Prayer is to nurture a personal
relationship with Jesus, through the Spirit and held in the
Godhead — God the Father. It requires seeking out and regular
practice in, a personal prayer style that is connective and real.
The place of prayer in Jesus’ life was non-negotiable, even in the
midst of demanding crowds. His deep and nurtured connection to
God was his centre, his heart. We too are called into relationship
to discover the deep peace and wordless reality of God’s ever-
present love.

There are many forms of prayer and ways to pray. Here, we are
giving focus to the personal rather than public forms, and the
best place to go to seek a way to pray for yourself are the prayer
traditions within our rich church history. These include lectio
divina, Ignatian prayer, Christian meditation and contemplative
traditions.
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Commitment:

The kind of person
who sustains
their enthusiasm
for the
organisation and
shares this on
a daily basis. They
are a great
advocate for the
organisation.

Commitment

We are called to be a people of commitment with a passion for
making a difference in the world through our vocation and
witness.

Give and there will be gifts for you: a full measure, pressed down,
shaken together, and running over, will be poured into your lap;
because the amount you measure out s the amount you will be given
back. Luke 6:36-38

It is one thing to know what we are about. It is another to be
committed to that with passion and conviction. Commitment gives
life to the purpose we have. It is the lived out witness to the vision
we carry, and the tangible expression of the deep faith we have.

The way we express our commitment is as unique as we are. But
it will be nurtured in us all by a personal prayer life, and
characterised by engagement with the world that is respectful,
empowering and hopeful.



The kind of person
who lives the
gospel values of

justice, compassion,
love and forgiveness.

These are the
ones who ‘walk the
talk’ of Jesus,
no matter how
challenging that
can be.

Principle
We are called to be people of principle who live the gospel values
of Jesus’ vision.

Happy are those who love God... they are light in the darkness for the
upright; they are generous, merciful and just... People such as this will
be honoured. Psalm 112

Jesus’ vision of a discipleship of equals, of the reign of God
breaking in on the world, was founded on core values. We now
call these gospel values, and we believe that they lead us to
fullness of life. These gospel values are compassion and justice,
love and forgiveness, peace and hope.

To truly live by these values is challenging, as it was when Jesus
first spoke of this new Kingdom of God. But Jesus modelled the
power of living these values and people witnessed the
transforming impact this had. It is no less powerful today when
people witness to those same gospel values, and we believe that
we are called to do that in our classrooms, our staffrooms, our
offices and playgrounds.




The kind of person
who makes sense
of their work within
the mission of

Catholic education,
and who sees
their personal identity
connected and

growing within this
sense of purpose.

Purpose
We are called to be people of purpose with a strong sense of personal and
professional vocation.

Never doubt that a small group can change the world — indeed it is
the only thing that ever has. Margaret Mead

The early Christian communities were bound together by a strong sense of
what they were about. They were known as ‘people of the Way’, and they
certainly had a strong sense of their call to live in the way that Jesus had
shown them. A way they knew was life giving in every sense of the word.

We too are called to have this sense of purpose about who we are and
what we do. For baptised Christians, that call is as it was for the early
Christians — to follow Jesus in seeking to bring about the reign or kingdom
of God in the everyday circumstances of life and work. This is what it
means to be disciple.

As people involved in Catholic education, it means that we need to
understand the bigger picture of our tasks and roles — that we are part of a
Church whose vision is of a transformed world. It means we realise that
our work is not an end in itself, but a witness to the vision of Jesus and the
enduring love of God.

Fundamentally, being a people of purpose means we have a clear sense
that who we are and what we do and how we do it have an impact that
echoes in eternity.



The kind of person
whose generosity
welcomes the friend
and stranger alike;
who understands the
importance of ‘breaking
bread’ and ‘sharing
lives'; and who is a
smiling face of
welcome to all.

Welcome
We are called to be people of welcome who understand and build
an ethos of Christian hospitality in every circumstance.

Hospitality is the way we turn a prejudiced world around one heart at
a time. Sr Joan Chittester

One of the most compelling features of the early Christian
communities was their sense of mutuality and genuine welcome to all.
Hospitality and generosity go hand in hand, and certainly these early
communities had a long and deep tradition of welcome in the Jewish
scriptures. ‘Welcoming the stranger’ was rewarded beyond measure
in the great stories of the Hebrew scriptures such as Abraham and
Sarai. In the gospels, Jesus’ open welcome to all, including society’s
strangers — the tax collectors and sinners, women and the sick —
challenged the very structure of society.

It is noteworthy that the great spiritual documents in Western
civilization all give priority to this most fundamental of things —
welcome. It is acknowledgement that the practice of respectful
attentiveness in these small moments of human encounter develops
a habit of gratitude and grace that is a hallmark of the Holy, and the
pathway to God.

Today, the practice of welcome is still very challenging for us,
because still it is the call to be attentive to the daily encounters we
have with other staff, with parents and with children, and at the same
time in the wider world to reach out to the marginalised, the sick, the
outcast and the hurting.



The kind of person who
appreciates the many
different ways people
journey towards God,

and who sees the bigger
community of the
"people of God’
stretching behind us
and before us and
around us.

Journey
We are called to be people of journey who understand the ‘people of God’
narrative and have found a place in the wider Church.

‘Were not our hearts burning within us as he spoke to us on the
road...!” Luke24:32

Our understanding of followers or believers being called the ‘people of God’
has its roots in the Old Testament — itself the story or narrative of the journey
of a believing people — the Israelites — in their relationship with God. It has
three key elements: Faith, kinship and call.

Behind the events and stories in the Old Testament, there is the movement in
faith of individuals and a people. It is a narrative of growing in faith. The New
Testament follows as the breaking open in faith of the reality of God'’s love in
the being and action of Jesus Christ. There is a sense of the growing maturity
of understanding that culminated in the explosive reality of Jesus’ death and
resurrection.

In this journey of faith, the understanding that we only make this journey in
community — in kinship with each other — is central to the Catholic tradition.
We do not go the journey alone; in fact, we need each other to know our own
deepest truth in God.

The call to return to God is woven through all the scriptures. It was Jesus’ call
to us too, and it remains our call today. It is no less difficult, no less
compelling than it ever was. In answering that call we remember that we are
part of a larger company of travellers that stretches back in time and into the
future encompassing the great communion of saints and faithful.

We are the people of God, called to find our place in the wider Church as we
journey in community, in faith.
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The kind of person who
gives reverence to the
markers of our lives, of

the Church and of all

creation, and they
take an active part in
supporting the
ritual and spiritual life
of our community.

Ritual
We are called to be people of ritual who understand sacramentality and apply the
Christian value of reverence in all relationships.

Day after day takes up the story. Night after night makes known the message.

Psalm 19

Ritual is fundamental to the meaning — making of human beings and, because of
this, is common to both ‘secular’ and ‘sacred’ worlds. Words, actions and symbols
are used in a way that requires little or no explanation to those participating
because they speak so clearly to a shared ‘knowing’. In the Catholic tradition, liturgy
— the formal prayer of the church — developed out of the rituals of the early Christian
communities who gathered together to remember, to break bread and to celebrate
the living reality of Jesus.

There is a ritual pattern common to most gatherings whether they be secular (eg
birthday parties, sporting events) or sacred (liturgies of the Church, prayer rituals
and devotions). The elements of this pattern are: we gather; we listen; we respond;
we go forth. All the official liturgies of the church — including the Eucharist, the other
sacraments and the Liturgy of the Hours — have a gathering rite, proclamation of
scripture, response in either spoken word, song or ritual action, and a concluding
rite that sends us forth. Prayer rituals and other celebrations which allow for more
flexibility in structure and style also follow this pattern.

All Catholic ritual is founded on an incarnational understanding of God and the
belief in the sacramentality of all things. That God is revealed in the world and in a
particular and powerful way through Jesus Christ means that God is revealed and
encountered in the real and tangible moment of everyday life. The seven
sacraments name and celebrate moments that are key points of this divine
encounter.

The power of ritual in our Catholic Christian tradition invites us into a deeper reality
that engages all our senses — head, heart and hands — in a way that turns the
ordinary into the extraordinary. When we understand this, we cannot help but see
the world and each other with eyes of reverence.



