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In late 1997 he was both greatly surprised and humbled to be invited to
work in the Vatican Secretariat of State.

Four years later he returned to Australia and was episcopally ordained
Auxiliary Bishop for Melbourne.

In 2004, he was appointed a member of the pontifical Council for Culture
and Chair of the Roman Missal Editorial Committee of the International
Committee for English in the Liturgy. He was subsequently named Chair of
the International Commission for the Preparation of an English-language
Lectionary.

In 2006, he was appointed as Archbishop of the Canberra and Goulburn
Archdiocese upon the retirement of the long serving Archbishop Francis
Carroll.

In 2011, he was appointed a member of the Pontifical Council for Social
Communications.

On 2 April 2012, he was named Metropolitan Archbishop of Brisbane.

Archbishop Coleridge’s move to the Brisbane Archdiocese has elevated
him to the role of a Metropolitan — i.e. the head of a See with suffragan
dioceses. Although all bishops are deemed to be on equal footing, the
Metropolitan See of Brisbane makes Archbishop Coleridge the head of the
province of Queensland (which also comprises the suffragan dioceses of
Toowoomba, Rockhampton, Townsville and Cairns).

In reflecting upon his four decades as a priest and a Bishop, Archbishop
Coleridge has noted that almost nothing had turned out as he expected,
but invariably events had turned out better than they would have had he
planned them himself.

As he has been moved to reflect “Jesus often surprises, but he never
disappoints.”
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